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Agenda

• Overview of UNEP FI

• The Story so Far

• Why Should FI’s be Concerned with Biodiversity?

• Output From Today?
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• Unique Public/Private Partnership

• Some 170 Member Financial Institutions

• Regional Task Forces

• Specialist Working Groups

• Global Steering Committee

• Voluntary

• Small Secretariat in Geneva

What is UNEP FI ?

Mission

To identify, promote, and 
realise the adoption of 
best environmental and 
sustainability practice at 

all levels of financial 
institution operations
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Regional Task Forces 

Latin 
America

North America

Africa

Asia/Australasia

Central/Eastern 
Europe

Awareness Raising, Capacity Building, Outreach, Training
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Issue Orientated:
• Asset Management
• Climate Change
• Sustainability Reporting
• Insurance
• Property
• Water
• Biodiversity/Ecosystems
• Human Rights

Working Groups

Mission
To identify, promote, and realise the 
adoption of best environmental and 
sustainability practice at all levels of 

financial institution operations
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Climate Change
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Responsible Investment
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Work Programme Priorities

•Urgency

•Relevance

•Leadership

Awareness

To

Action
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Background

• Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

• Biodiversity Underwrites our Very Existence

• Concept of Ecosystem Services

• Systemic Risk – Economic Impact

• Stakeholder Concerns/Pressure
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Barriers to Action

Lack of Awareness and Capacity

Undeveloped Business Case

Policy Gap
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UNEP FI Involvement

• Raise Awareness of Business Implications

• Build the Business Case

• CEO Briefing

• Toolkit – Analysis and Management

• Capacity Building

• Collate Case Studies

• Develop/Improve Existing Assessment/Mitigation Tools

• EP/PRI



Presentation Title & Date 
Presentation UNEP FI Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services Workshop, London, 5 April 2007 

Presentation Title & Date 

Some Issues to Consider

• Relevance & Materiality

• Direct vs. Indirect

• Boundaries

• Also Opportunities Through Adaptation/Mitigation

• Geographic ‘Hotspots’ - RTF’s  

• Beyond Extractives and Utilities
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The End Game

The Recognition 
and Valuation of 
Natural Capital
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Can we Make a Difference ?
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www.unepfi.org

www.westpac.com.au

It is not what we know, but what 
we do not know, which we must 
always address to avoid major 
failures, catastrophes and panics.

Richard Feynman

(on the Challenger Space Shuttle Disaster)

A Final Thought
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