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An urban planet



An urban China



The eco footprint of urban China

º Rural ecofootprint: 0.8 to1.2 ha / hab

º Urban ecofootprint: 3 to 6 ha / hab

º Mean ecofootprint: 2 ha / hab

Empreinte écologique de Shanghai - Prospective
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2050: 1.1 billion  Chinese urban people

ăĄmore than one planet !!!

(prospective with Shanghai as city 

model and taking into account the raise 

of GDP, the urban sprawl and the 

improvement of systems)



The issue of urban morphology

º In the context of tremendous urbanization, the 

urban scale is a major issue.

Source: Chinese University of Hong Kong



What is an urban morphology?

º A range of parameters such as:
¸ Building sizes and shapes

¸ Street patterns and shapes

¸ Urban design

¸ Population density

º The study of urban fabric, as a mean of discerning the 
underlying structure of the built landscape. 

º It involves mapping and describing patterns of land use

Three different morphologies in Paris


