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The annual economic value 
generated from the ocean would 
make it the world’s 7th largest 
economy  

This annual production can be thought of as 

the ocean’s Gross Domestic Product

AN OCEAN 

OF BENEFITS

* fish from marine and inland fisheries

Hoegh-Guldberg et al, 2015. Reviving the Ocean Economy, WWF



Source: IPCC Special Report on Oceans and the Cryosphere in a Changing Climate



FAO 2018, ISC 2016, WWF/ZSL 2016, Hoegh-Guldberg 1999, Hoegh-Guldberg 

et al. 2007, Waycott et al. 2009,  UNEP 2014, Jambeck et al. 2015

Populations of marine species have 

declined by 36% between 

1970 and 2012 

50% of the world’s 

coral reefs have 

disappeared

Almost one-third of 

all seagrasses 

have been lost

Deforestation rate of 

mangroves exceeds 

even the loss of forests 

by 3-5 times

of plastic dumped into the sea every year. 

That’s the same as a garbage truck dumping 

a full load into the ocean every minute

Pacific bluefin tuna 

numbers have 

dropped more than 

97% from unfished 

levels



AN OCEAN OF OPPORTUNITY



• The Ocean is at the centre of SDG 14, a clear signal to investors that the 

international community supports the development of a sustainable Blue Economy

• Transitioning to more sustainable investment pathways requires a set of 

guardrails to guide investment decisions and development policy

• Emerging governance tools, regulations and approaches to build ocean 

resilience and guide long-term investment opportunities are needed

• 14 Principles to support investment in a sustainable blue economy

• 7 accepted principles for sustainable investment and 7 principles have been 

designed specifically to address Blue Economy challenges.

• The Principles will become part of a new sustainable blue economy finance

initiative under the auspices of the UN Environment 

The Sustainable Blue Economy Finance Principles
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THANK YOU!

ocean.panda.org
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